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The Author:      

• Tradition holds that John Mark is authored this Gospel. 

• Mark was Jewish, born in Jerusalem from a wealthy family. His 
mother, Mary, owned a large house with servants. It was in their 
home that the believers often met (Acts 12:12–16), and was 
perhaps the location of the “Upper Room” (see Mark 14:51-52. 
Some scholars believe this young man was Mark, who followed 
them from his house after the Last Supper). 

• His cousin Barnabas brought John Mark with he and Paul on their 
first missionary journey (Acts 13:4-13). 

• He deserted Paul and Barnabas on their first missionary journey, 
later causing a rift between the two, when Barnabas wanted to 
take Mark with them on their second missionary journey (Acts 
15:36-41). 

• Mark became a close associate of the apostle Peter, who may have 
been the one who led Mark to Christ (1 Peter 5:13). 

• Mark was restored in his relationship to Paul, who, near the end of 
his life, said Mark was useful for service and asked Mark to come 
see him (Colossians 4:10; 2 Timothy 4:11). 
 

 The Gospel: 

• Written to encourage Gentile, especially Roman, believers. 

• Mark presents Jesus as the ultimate sacrificial servant. 

• The emphasis is on Jesus’ actions more than His words. Words like 
“immediately” (used over 40 times), his use of present-tense verbs, 
and his focus on what Jesus did more than what Jesus said all help 
Mark describe Jesus the as the Servant-Savior. 

• Mark records 18 (over half of Christ’s thirty-five recorded miracles). 

• Mark is the shortest and earliest of the Gospels, written between 
64-68 AD. The earliest manuscript fragments we have today of the 
New Testament are from Mark’s Gospel. 
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• Many scholars consider Peter’s sermons and recollections about 
Jesus as the source for Mark’s Gospel. 

• Chapters 1–8 center on Jesus’s ministry to the multitudes, while 
chapters 8–10 deal primarily with His ministry to the disciples. 

• Chapters 11–16 focus on Jesus’s rejection by the Jewish authorities 
and His sacrificial death and resurrection. 

• Mark devotes almost as many chapters to the last week of Jesus’s 
life (six) as he does to the prior three years of ministry (eight). 

• Key verses: Mark 10:45 outlines Jesus’ purpose. Mark 1:1, 8:29, and 
15:39 describe Jesus’ identity. Mark 1:15 lays out Jesus’ message. 

 

The Structure of Mark’s Gospel: 

Jesus’s Ministry: 

1. Prologue  1:1-13 

2. Galilean Ministry  1:14-8:21 

3. Journey to Jerusalem  8:22-10:52 

4. Holy Week  11:1-16:8 

5. Appendix  16:9-20 

Jesus’s Identity: 

1. Jesus is the Messiah  1:1-8:33 

2. Jesus is God’s Son  8:34-16:20 


